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MADE BY THE STATES 


of Bohemia, in their Defence 
againſt the Teſuites. 


E E the Barons , 
Knights,8c.of Prage, 
Ruttenbergh , Cutna, 
| and other Cities of 
| the famous Kingdome 
| of Bohemia, that re- 
cciue the holy Sacra- 
ment of the Supper of 
our Lord and Sauiour 
- AAASA ———x Jeſus Chriſt, vnder 
both kinds, and with one minde and conſent hold, 
and acknowledge the Bohemian Confeſlion; Now 
atthis preſent aſſembled in the Caſtle of Prage,both 
in our owne names, and alſo in the names of thoſe 
that are abſent, ſend greeting, or make knowne vn- 
to all men: 
That whereas, after many ininries and calamitics 


praftiſed and done, in former yeeres , by the 
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meanes and procurements of certaine malicious and 
turbulent perſons, not onely Secylar , bur alſo in 
title Spirituall (as they would pretend) ſpecially that 
pernictous and moſt dangerous Se of Icluites, 
1:1 tne Kingdome of Bohemia ( whoſe whole 
pr2Qiſcs, ations, and counſels, rend onely and ſpe- 
cially, by craity and ſubrill meanes , nor onely to 
tring our Kings foucraigne Maicſtie , bur alſo the 
States, andall the common people of the ſaid King- 
dome, tiat recciue the holy Sacrament of the pre 
cious Body and Bloud of our Lord and Sauiour Ic- 
ſas Chriſt (/ub vtraque ) vnder both kindes, into 
the yoke and ſubicCion of forraine power , that is, 
of the Church of Rome) not onely by the Eſtates, 
bur alſo by all others the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Kingdome, as well in Ciuill as Eccleſiaſticall cauſes, 
ſuſtained andendured, In the yeares of our Lord 
1629. and 1610. all contentions and controucrſics 
were fully pacifyed and ended; and tothatend , by 
the Letters Patents of Redalphus, the late Emperours 
Maiefiic of famous Memory, as alſo by conſent of 
both parts , that receiue the Sacrament as well /4 
V4, as ſab Vtraque : that is, vnder one, and vnder 
both kinds, at a generall Aſſembly or Parliament, 
then made and holden , it was firmely agreed vpon, 
and generally confirmed and conſented vnto: that 
neither part ſhould from thence-forth tronble , 
grieue or moleft one the other; bur that as well they 
that receiued ſub v4, and thoſe that communica- 
red ſub altra, according to the Vnion made and con- 
hrmed betweene them , ſhould from thence-forth, 
peaccably and quietly, at all times, andin all places, 
without 
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without interruption either of Spirituall or Tempo. 
rall Authority, freely ſerue God. as by the ſaid Let- 
rers Patents, Contra@ , and publique 4 flembly of 
Parliament holden, more at large appeareth. The 
which alfo his Imperiall Maicſtie , our Soucraignc 
King, of ls great and Princely clemencie,, at his 
entry into the raigne of this his Kingdome , accor- 

ding to the manner and ancient cuſiome of the 

Land, not onely generally, but ſpecially ratified and 

confirmed. 

Neuertheleſfle, the aforeſaid common enemics,as 
well of the King, and this Kingdome,as of all peace 
and quictnefle, haue ſpared no meanes, paines , nor 
labour, to deuiſc and practiſe, not onely, how, and 
which way , they might procure the breach and an- 
nihilating of the faid moſt deſired and confirmed 
Peace; but allo to efte& their euill, wicked,and per- 
nicious purpoſes and intents , ſecretly praiſed 
againſt this Kingdome , and rhe Inhabitants there- 
of: And to that end, (when the ſaid Peace and V- 
nion was fully ratified and confirmed ) reieCting all 
other points , not onely refuſed to agree vato the 
ſaid Lerters Patcnts, and Peace made; but alfo vt- 
terly denyed to ſubſcribe vuto the Armnejtia, (where- 
by we, by the late Emperours Redulphus, of famous 
memory, conſent, were fully and wholly reconciled 
together, and all reuenge and cuill will to furceaſe 
and be ended) but rather ſought by allthe meanes 
they could praQtiſe and deuiſe , wholly and altoge- 
ther to Jiſſoluc and cxterminate the ſame; and to 
many men daily ſhewed their wicked and maliciotis 
tatent : waercas before tzey were not onely ſecret, 
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but in many cauſes and ations, open enemies vnto 
this their native Country , going about to bercaue 
and take from our preſent Lord and ſoucraigne 
King , the afſignation of this Kingdome, and to 
tranſ-ferthe ſame vnto another:But when they could 
not effe& the ſame, and their hopes therein were al. 
rogether fruſtrated (for that, by Gods mercy, in his 
time appointed, all things by the commandement of 
the Emperours Maicſtie , our ſoueraigne Lord and 
King, were fully confirmed ) they proceeded fo far, 
through the procurement of the Ieſuites, and others 
their adherents; againe by many ſlanderous reports, 
and cenſurer, both by word of mouth,and writing, 
to publiſhand proclaime all thoſc in this Kingdome 
that receiue the Communion vnder both Kindes, to 
be notorious Heretikes : with whom, according to 
a maxime of their Papifticall doArine, they arc not 
bound (as they teach ) rokeep or hold any faith or 
promiſe : giuing alſo diuers other new-fayned, and 
infamous names, both vnto vs, and the dotrine of 
the Goſpell , to the great contempt of our Religion 
of receiuing vnder both kindes; and not onely that, 
bur alſo in their ſcandalous writings afftirme, all 
choſe that vſe the ſame Religion , asalſo, all that are 
not conformable to the Romiſh Religion, to bee 
worthy of , and to haue deſerucd all kinde of In- 
famic and puniſhment ; animating the Secular Ma- 
giſtrare with fire and ſword , to perſecute all thoſe 
that profeſle the recciuing of the Communion vn- 
der both kindes. 

And the better to decciue the ſimpler fort of peos 
ple, andtoſet diuiſion and encmity betweene thoſe 
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of the reformed Religion : the ſaid enemies of this 
Kingdome, and the common peace thereof, fought 
to ſet thoſe whom we, by the Kings Maicſties Ler- 
ters Parents, and his Graces ſpeciall Conſent, had 
made ProteQorsand Super-intendents of our Reli- 
gion, at variance : by that meanes not onely vtterly 
to with-draw them from their funQions, but alſo 
wholly to ſubuert and ouerthrow our Religion. For 
in open Aſſemblies, when by meanes of their wic- 
ked and ſecret conſpiracies, they had ſowed con- 
tention and hatred among thoſe of our Religion: 
when the ſaid Vnion for Religion on our parts was 
made, and his Maicſtics Letters Patents in Parlia- 
ment rchearſed , as alſo a generall confirmation of 

all our immunities , and priniledges of this King- 

dome , confirmed by his ſacred Maicſtic our King 
now raigning. were in ſpecie related (purpoſely to 
further their wicked and malicious intents: ) they 
were by them diuerſly and contrarily interpreted. 
| Sometime with great promiſes, and then againe 
with threatnings of incurring the Emperours Ma. 
icſtics indignation , they ſought to diſſwade and 
rerrifie the ſaid Super-intendents from perſcuering 
inthe protetion by them vndertaken: and by that 
meanes made ſuch as in their profeſſion of Religi- 
on were not well grounded and confirmed,to doubt 
and to wauer; bringing others, by promiſes and 
hopes of dignities, to yeeld tothem , by fearing 
and doubting to be wholly diſgraced and reieQed of 
men, asallonottoloſe the benefite of earthly pre- 
ferment, and fo, cre they were aware, forſaking the 
Truth once by them acknowledged and recciued, 
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fc]! from the ſame, to ioyne with them in their erro- + 
nious doArine. 

Then proceeding further, hauing gotten and ob- 
tained higher Offices and Dignities , not onely by 
Princely authority, and vertue of their Offices , bur 
alſo by the Emperours Maicfties Regents, they 
found meanes to diſplace and thruft diuers old and 
well-deſeruing perſons of the Kingdome our of their 
Offices, and in the ſameto put other Captaines and 
adherents of their owne Religion , and by them 
troubled and moleſted the people for Religion : cau- 
ing them, vnder pretence of temporall offences, to 
be puniſhed and tormented. And ſuch Miniſters as, 
by authority from his Maieſtic, were permitted to 
preach the Reformed __ in divers Villages, 
they likewſe diſplaced,and putothers therein ofthe 
contrary Religion. Andin the Townes of Prague, 
they alſo tooke ſuch order , that thoſe of the Papiſ- 
ticall Religion obtained the chicfeſt Offices , who 
by ſubtill practiſes and threatnings , found meanes 
by their importunities, to deale in ſuch fort with di- 
uers Officers, and Counſellers of the reformed Re- 
ligion, thatthey were conftrained todo whatſocuer 
they deſired and commanded. 

Foraſmuch therefore, as that it toucheth vs the 
Burghemaſters and Councell , both of thelold, 
new, and leſſer Townes of Prague, which arc 
of the Bohemian Profeſſion, and communicate vn- 
der both kinds: That whereas we and our Predecel\- 
ſours, as alſo the reſt of the Cities profeſling the 
Religion , by a full conſent and agreement made by 
them and vs, vnder our handsand Scales, at a pub- 
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lique Meeting, when any thing was to bee done 
and handled touching the Letters Patents , and the 
liberty of Religion, the principalleſt perſons of the 
ſaid Townes and Religion , as alſo of all other 
Townes of the ſame Profeſsion, bound themſclues 
faithfully to aide and afsifſt one the other therein, vp- 
on paine of incurring perpetuall ſhame and infamic: 
As alſo, that by the tcuor of the ſaid Letters Patents 
and Meetings , we were ſtrifly bound , when or at 
what time ſoeuer, the ProtcQors of our Religion, 
and of the Vniverſitie of Prage, ( hauing any thing 
concerning the ſaid Lerters Patents, and our Reli 
gion to bedetermined and deliberated vpon ) toge- 
ther with themſclues ſummoned, the Lords of his 
Maicſtics Councell , and the Iudges of both the 
Lawecs to determine the ſame, there ſhould ſixe per- 
ſons out of cach Towne of Prage, as allo out of 
cuery other Towne of our Religion , bee called to 

ce Mectings: VVhich we did not ſo well know, 
and that becauſe at thoſe Mcetings,, Offices in 
Townes and Cities of this Realime were oftentimes 
innouated and changed ; as alſo,that by thoſe of the 
contrary Religion , that ſate and were mingled a- 
monegſt vs, and by other meanes, we and out Pro- 
teors were much hindred in our proceedinggwhe 
before the Emperours Maieſties departure from 
hence, expreſſe Commilsion was giuen vnto the 
Emperours Officers , all Papiſts,, | cm won the 
Townes of Prage, that they, contrary toall ancient 
cuſtome, ſhould rake vpon them to enquire of, the 
foundations of the Reformed Churches, as alſo to 
dealc and meddlc with the reuenewes thereof , __ 
Nat 
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that without them and their conſents, we neither 
could nor ſhould determine vpon , nor diſpoſe of 
any cauſe concerning our Religion in any of our 
Dioces, as before wee had done : All which tend 
tothe annihilating of his Maicſties libertie gramed 
vmo vsby his Lerters Patents , and of the Vnion 
(wherein, among other things, is contaihed and ſer 
downe , that as much as concerning thoſe of the 
Religion, as alſo their Churches,that the Eimperours 
Maicſtie ſhould not trouble himſclfe therewith , but 
that they of the Religion themſclu&,withomt-the 
Emperour, ſhould end and determine the ſame) and 
were thereunto perſwaded by them , that for be- 
cauſethe ſaid ProteRors, hauing twice by their Let- 
ters ſummoned them to meet , we ( comraty to an- 
cientcuſtome:) ſentno manof our Refigion therc- 
unto: butwiththem of the comrarie ScA,did con- 
ſult of things conceming ourReligion (which they 
ſhould nor doe) and farther wrotc vnto the _ 
rours Maidſtic; ivr Soncraigne -King , tharwet ſent 
no ſack'vmorhe Councell to deale or ſpeake for vs, 
and that fo-we agreed and conſemed vnto their ſaid 
proceedings. Adding further , that all of vs, wich 
onefulland free confent;'had agreed not to have a- 
ay other Protector 6f- our Cauſe and Religion, but 
onely the Emperours ſacred Maieftie : whereby 
what intury might thereby hereafter be done vnto 
vs, and inthe mcane time , toallthoſe of our Reli- 
pion, 'all men of equall and found judgement may 
wal fee. ENS 
Wherefore , perceiving our ſclucs to bee decei- 


ued ,.and in an error; and further, that it was told 
VS, 
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vs,thar as touching the ſupreme defence and pro- 
teion of our Religion inthis Realme, in our Pre» 
face of the Bohemian Confeſſion, which is printed, 
this is therein openly comprehended and ſet down; 
That all the three Eſtates of the reformed Religji- 
on, and their Protectors and Conſiſtories , would 
haueno other Defender nor ProteRor (next vnder 
God) but onely the Emperours Maicſty, our moſt 
gracious and Soueraigne King, and thoſe ro whom 
by the conſent and certaine knowledge of his ſacred 
Imperiall Maicfty, ſhould by all the three Eftates of 
the reformed Religion, be choſcnto haue the oucr- 
ſightand care of their faid Conſiſtorics. 

For theſe,and many other iuſt and reaſonable cau- 
ſes, wee the ſaid ſuperiour States, haue at this pre- 
ſent aflembled rogerher in the Caſlle of Prage, both 
for, and in ournames, and for thoſe of all the three 
ERates of our religion (which haue not refuſcd, nor 
gone backe from theprate&ion, which for our reli- 

ion is appoirſted, ner by to mecancs will be drawne 
| it ) by writing to make our reaſonable excuſe 
in this caſe, vnto his Imperiall Maicſtie,aod therein 
hauc ſo much preuailed, that they once againe hauc 
all faichfully proteſted to ioyne with vs in the ſame; 
&We for our parts haue vndertaken bath preſently, 
& promiſe in time to come,te maintain and vphold 
with all our payer and mighteuen to the laſt gaſpe, 
all whatfocuer belangeth, appcrtaineth-vnto,or con- 
cerneth the rors Letters Patents, .and rhe 
Contents there, for aur defence , { ſo they bee in 
ſuch ſort ioyned, as that the one cannot ſubfiſt with- 
outthe other) and be done with his Imperiall _ 
B 2 ; iclues 
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zeſties conſent. Bur that we the ſaid three Eſtates of 
the refermed Religion may the better charge theſe 
publike enemies of the King, their Country, and the 
peace thereof, and make it apparant what they-have 
further pradtiſed, it is, that contrary to the lawfull 
roceeding in the Aſſemblies of the State of the 

Lad to be holden, they haue made and ordained 
themſclues as partiall Iudges of his Maicſties ſaid 
Letters Parents, Aſſemblies and Vnion: And percci- 
uing that his ſacred Imperiall Maiefty, our King & 
ſoucraigne Lord , is otherwiſe employed in divers 
waighty affaires and buſineſſe concerning theeftate 
of Chriſtendome in generall, and thereby is not a- 
ble to remember and thinke vpon all the immunities 
and priuiledges, contraQts, compacts , and grants 
concerning the Realme; that they might ſer his Ma- 
ieſty ar diſcord with the ſayd three Eſtates of the re- 
formed religion, and to-moouc him to pou fuch 
commiſſion to them, (which without doubt is con- 
trarytothe ſaid Letters Parents, ) they haue given 
out by writing" to his Maieſty , that in the faide 
Letters Patents, & contra of Ynion, it is not con- 
tained , that fuch fubies.as are belonging vnto 
Cloyſters, ſhould haue any right or authority to 
build thernfelues Churches ; whereas that is nor rc- 
ferred to their owne iudgements, but as it is ſaid be- 
fore, is committed to both parts, that is, thar if any 
queſtion ſhouldriſethereof, lawfull iudgement and 
derermination:ſhould be made and piuen therein by 
an cquallnumber of perſons of both religions there- 
vnto purpoſely appointed. 

This notwithſtanding,letting paſſe that manner of 
procecding,at their pleaſures they procured a Com- 
miſſion 
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miſſion from his Maieſty, vnto the Towne of Bruna, 
to command them to ſurceaſe from proceeding ro 
build their Churches begun. Which they of Bruna 
certifying to the ProteCors and Superintendents of 
our Religion, by vs made and appointed thereuhto, 
an{ therein ſought to be holpen , deſiring & reque- 
ſing, that they might therein bee ayded and protc- 
&ed by vertue of his Maieſties Letters Patents, and 
the Vnity made at the Afſembly of the three Eſtates 
of the Rezlme, in the Parliament to that end hol- 
den: The ProteRors for their parts, vpon good de- 
liberation and aduiceby them rg: jen It con- 
uenientto call the principall Officers, Iudges , the 
Kings Maicſties Councell of both Jawes concerning 
the reformed Religion , and withall, fixe-perſons of 
reſort and Towne (according to the At of Parlia- 
ment, and their inſtruction therein) to aflemble and 
meete together in Prague, where beeing met , vpon 
good deliberation they-found, that not onely thoſe 
of Bruna, but alſo all others that are ſubic& vnto the 
Spiritualty within the Realme of Bohemia, ( nor 
onely by the Articles which are in this our Apology 
fer downe in Print, but alfo-for other reaſons & cau- 
ſes which herC for breuity ſake are omitted) are par- 
ticipants of, and ovght to enioy the Benefits , Gra- 
ces, and Priuiledges, which belong , and are giucn 
by .the Emperors Maieſties Letters Patents vnto 
thoſe: of the reformed Religion : The faid Leners 
Patents among other things ſpecifying(that contra. 
ry to the ſame,and our ſecurities, no Commiſſion or 
Prohibition, which in any fort might hinder, or lce 
our proceedings, eyther from his Imperiall Mie- 
ty, and his Heyres os Succeffors, Kiggs of ! 
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mia, nor by any other whatſocucr: And that ifa- 
ny ſuch ſhould bee giuen forth or permitted , the 
ſame ſhould be of no forcenor validity in any ſuch 
caſc,what pretence or allegation ſoeuer ſhould ther- 
intothe contrary bee made, ſet downe, orpreten- 
ded.) 

Whereupon, when we the ſaydthree Eſtates and 
ProteCtors,vpon good deliberation and aduice,had 
made and giuecn this anſwer vnto the inhabitants of 
Bruna, the Hill cownes, and Clloyſters graues which 
are vnder the Archbiſhops of Prage, that they ſhuld 
proceed tothe building vp of their Churches , and 
in the ſame for the honour of God,yvſc their accuſto- 
med manner of preaching , &c. (alwaies with this 
condition , that otherwiſe they ſhould in all things 
behaue themſclues peaceably, honeſtly, and ciuilly, 
and not to ſtirre, moue, nor giue occaſion vnto any 
one of the contrary Religion,much leſle tothe Lord 
Abbot, orthe Archbiſhops, as being their Superi- 
ours, of the leaſt cauſe of offence or motion to an- 
ger whatſocuer either by word or deed,(as knowing 
well that the ſame is ſpecially, and expreſly forbid- 
den) but to the contrary, that they ſhould behave 
themſclues towards them in all reaſonable obedi- 
ence concerning worldly and politike matters, as 
true ſubicRs ought to doe.) All we of the three E- 
Nates of the reformed Religion, at the Aſiembly 
holden mn the Caſile of Prage, Anno 1615. by com- 
mon conſent of the ProteQors,and vnder our hands 
in a generall and free Court,did approue,ratifie,and 
confirm it,and alſo'atthat Aſſembly made it known 
vnto the Emperors Maieſty, as toour King and So- 
ucraigne 
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ueraign Lord: as alſo diuers and fundry old wrongs, 
oppreſſions,and iniuries which were not only done 
and commirced in the places aforeſaid touching the 
Vnion, buralfoto the preiudice of his Maiefties au. 
thority Royall, vnto the common people, contra 
tothe expreſſe meaning of his Maicſties Letters Pa- 
tents, hoping to procure ſome releefe and tedrefle 
therein, before our ſaid Aſſembly ſhould breake vp. 
The ſaid common enemies of the King , the 
Coumry, and the Peace thereof, continuing in their 
accuſtomed ſecret praQtices & deuices, and perſwa- 
ding themſelues that they could worke the Empe- 
rors Maieſty as they liſt, they found the meanes "2 
our three Eftates could in no manner get any anſwer 
from his Maieſty therein , before their Aſſembly 
brake vp. | 
And further , beſides that, certaine perſons by 
their means, at common and ordinary Aſſemblics, 
Courts, & expeditions vied all manner of hard pro- 
ceedings and courſes againſt thoſe of the Religion: 
at the laſt, they proceeded fo far, that they brought 
vpon our three Eſtates of che Religion , becing rhe 
Emperors Maicſties true and faithfull SubicRs,(be- 
ſides the former ouer-heauy burthens layd vpon 
vs & our poorec ſubie@ts) for the ſpace of fue yeares, 
being moſt great and intolerable taxations & con- 
tributions ( towards the paying of his Maicſties 
debts) which we willingly granted vnto, in hope that 
the ſame would at length bee a meanes of vnburthe- 
ning vsof our wrongs. This notwithſtanding, after 
our Aſſembly was broken vp, (by the ſollicitation of 
diuers ofthe Countries cnemies) there could - an- 
WCIrc 
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ſwere from his Maicſty be giuen vnto vs, and much 
leſſe any helpe or remedy was to be had therein, bur 
to the contrary, we were rather daily more & more 
wronged and oppreſled, till at the laft,when his Im- 
periall Maieſty was ready to depart out ef the King- 
dome, and going forward on his journey, lay at the 
Caſtle of Brandis, ( by their procurement)he called 
one ofthe Protectors vnto him 3 Lord Henry Mat- 
thias, Earle of Thurin, at that time Burgraue of Car- 
liſtein, &c. and in the preſence of two perfons ſaid 
to him , That hee did not acknowledge nor vnder- 
Rand the three Eſtates of the reformed Religions 
petition concerning their grieuances, to be true as 
they alleadged, and that he had refigned his autho- 
rity concerning the proteQion of their cauſe vnto 
the Archbiſhop of Prague, and that he would be no 
more troubled therewith. And when the ſaid Eatle 
of Thurin humbly befought his Imperiall Maieſty 
that he would be pleaſed not to commit the charge 
of delivering that meflage vnto him, foraſmuch as it 
concerned all the three Eſtates of the reformed Re- 
ligion in generall, deſiring his Maieſty that it _ 
pleaſe him to giue order to the Lord Chancellor 
then being, to putthe ſame in writing,and deliuer it 
vnto him,8& he would not faile to beare it vnto them 
to whom it appertained to deliberate further vpon 
it: which although his Maieſty granted , and gauc 
Commiſſion to the ſaid Lord Chancellor to doe it, 

et could not the ſaid written reſolution from his 
Maicſty be gotten nor procured from the Chancel- 
lour , notwithſtanding it had beene often required 
and ſought for athis hands. And beſides this , x 
Arch- 
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Arch-biſhop of Prage , commanded the new 
Church at Cloyſtergrave(the building whercof coſt 
a great ſumme of money, and whereunto ſome of 
the EleQors, Princes of Germany , and other No- 
ble-men, had liberally contributed) in contempt of 
the Goſpell to be defaced, throwne downe, vt- 
terly ſpoiled, and laid cuen with theground : Ard 
likewiſs commanded thoſe of Bruna ( contrary to 
the Vnion)to deliuer their Church vnto the Abbor, 
and not to vſc it, and to leave the keyes thereof in 
the Chanceric of Bohemia : which becauſe they 
denyed to doe, and defired that chey might till 
haue the vſe thereof , divers of the principalleſt 
perſons among them were cited to appcare in the 
Caſtle of Prage, and there with great weeping, cry- 
ing , and clamour, made by their wiues and chil- 
dren , were held priſoners. 

This being done, in ſuch manner as you haue 
heard, and among many other things, diuers and 
ſundry gricuances and oppreffions in ſeuerall pla- 
ces ſtill were committed and done, and from the 
faid places certified vnto the ProteQors , wio by 
the common people were blamed and taxed , and 
charged not to haue done their beſt cndeuours to 
let and withſtand them: Wee the chiefe Ofticers, 
the Kings Maieſties Councell, and Iudges of both 
Lawes; asalfofixe perſons out of cuery [uriſdiion 
of the Religion aſlembled together in Prage at a 
certaine day thereunto appointed: where being met, 
we. with them , deliberately conſidering vpon the 
' matter, defiring to proceed peaceably and quietly 
therein, did nothing elſcinthat Afſembly, but one- 
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ly agreed, that by ſubmiſſine Supplications, one di- 
retedto the Regent, the- other to his ſacred Ma- 
ieſtie, which weſent vnto Viana, we would humbly 
crave that his Maieſtie would bee pleaſcd to ita 
thoſe violent proceedings,and withall to cauſe hoſe 
Citizens of Bruna , that were detained priſoners, to 
be forthwith releaſed : And to that end alſs we by 
writing deſired the States of the Marquiſdome of 
Morauia, the Princes and States of vpper and ne- 
ther Siletia, and the States of the Marquiſdome of 
higher and lower Luſuicz, being Prouinces incor- 
porared vnto this Kingdome , that in ſubmiſſive 
manner they would vouchſafc to petition vnto his 
ſacred Mateſtie for vs. Which done, we preſently 
agreed with the Protetors to meer together ano- 
ther day, in the Emperor Charles the fourth his Col- 
ledge, the Munday after Rogation Sunday laſt paſt, 
about the ſame matter , if in the meane time we re- 
cciued no anſwer from his Maieftic of our petition. 
Bur vpon the ſaid day, when we met againe , accor- - 
ding to our determination , we vnderſtood, that in 
all thattime there was no anſwer,touching the ſame, 
comne from his Maicſty, and alſo that our troubles 
and oppreſhions were not ſtayed , nor diminiſhed: 
but to the contrary ,. by the meancs, procurements, 
and malice of our enemies, that his Maieſtic had 
written a ſharper letter vnto the Regent, therein not 
onely blaming the ProteQors, bur alſo all vs of 
the three Eſtates of the Reformed Religion , willing 
him to cenifie the ſame vnto the ProteQorsz the 
Contents thereof being as followeth. 

1 Firft, that his ſacred Maicſty the Emperour 
vnderſtood, 


vnderſtood, and eſteemed, that the ſame our mee. 
ting and Aſſembly, was wholly done and called , a- 
gainſt the ſupreme Authority of his Imperiall and 
Kingly perſon. 

2 t both the demoliſhing of the Church in 
the Citie of Cloyſtergraue , and the puniſhing of 
thediſobedient Citizens of the Towne of Bruna,be- 
longingto the Cloyſter, were both done by his Ma- 
icſties owne otalilen and commandement. 

3 Thatwe hadproceeded further in thoſe caſes, 
then his Maieſties Letters Patents permitted , or 
authorized to the States of cither of the two Re- 
ligions. 

4 And lafily, that wee had vſed and retained 
Strangers in matters vnlawfull, and that we maintai- 
ned and defended their open diſobedience and mu- 
tinics againſt his Imperiall Maieſtie, and ſought to 

ſupport them therein , which his Maieſtic did little 
expeRatthe hands of ſome of thoſe that were the 
Authors of thoſe proceedings. 
Adding further (that ſeeing we abuſed his Ma- 
ieſties gracious fauour and clemencie,and ſougheto 
rocced further in thoſe matters then wee ought ) 
bis Maieftie would not faile to looke better into, 
and to enquire more thereof; andthercin todo iuf- 
tice, and to puniſh euery one of the Offenders in 
that manner , according to their deſerts: Prohibi- 
ting the Defenders in the meanetime, vntill his Ma» 
ieſties returne into.that Kingdome ; or vpon further 
order therein by him to be taken, not to ſummon 
ſuch meetings any more ; Withall,willing the Lord 
Regent, tocertific and to warne the Towneſ-men 
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vs, and their finifler praQices againſt vs, we ſeeking 
to eſchew and preuent , when by meancs of their 
crafty conſpiracies, wee could hauc no anſwer from 
his ſacred Imperiall Maicſtic of our humble peti- 
tions ; as alſo thathis Maieftic, by the ſtrange prac- 
tices of them., and others thcir adherents, was ſo 
rfwaded , that he -belecued all whatfocuer they 
ſely deuiſed and alledged; & would by no meanes 
credit, nor heare vs ſpeake for our {clues : Infomuch 
as thatthe very name ofthe Reformed Religion,and 
ProteQors thereof., was moſt odious in his Maie(- 
tics cares , which they *themſclues lewdly were fo 

bold cuery where to boaſt and brag of. 

Beſides this, as it is cuidently knowne to all men, 
when they would call any honeſt man in queſtion, 
they'viced all the meanes they could (though it were 
againft all right, reaſon, or orderly proceeding) to 
bring my men, by ſtrange deuices, into the dan- 
ger of loſſcof life and goods; ſpecially ſuch as were 
of the Reformed Religion : and by their indge- 

ments and decrees, made black ſeeme white, and 
white blacke: the Kings faithfull and true Subic&s, 
diſloyall ; and his diſloyall fubieQs, iuſt and truc; 
rayſing and aduancing euill and vnfit perſons to ho- 
nourable Eſtates and Dignities; and diſgracing and 
defaming ſuch as were worthy of honour and de- 
ſert; cruelly handling , and firangely dealing with, 
not onely their owne Subies, butthoſe alſo of the 

me , as well vnderhis Maieſtics Dominion, 
:as the Spiritualty , for matters of Religion ; and 
againſt their wils, cruelly (contrary to the manifeſt 
decrees of the Vnion) forced and compelled them 
to 


to be of their Papiſticall Religion: And by the Kings 


ludges menacesand th , breught diuers of 
the Cities to that point , that = were compelled, 
that they ſhould no more vnder-write to be obedi- 
ent at the Calling and Summons af thoſe of the 
Reformed Religion , nor any more to aſſemble and 
mecte rogether with them; and many other indire 
courſes. And being asked by vs,whether they them- 
ſclues were the Authors and Deuiſers of the Lerter, 
and condemnation afore-ſaid made againſt vs, they 
could not deny it. 

For theſe cavfes aforeſaid , wee haue proceeded 
agaipſitwo of their League and Confederacie : the 
one called aw Slaweatam of Chulin, and Col. 

chumberk; the ather /awflews Berzite, of Martinitz, 
otherwiſe called Swerſanckti, as perturbers and vio- 
laters of the Lawes and common-peace of the 
Land : who, for that not reſpe&ing their Offices 
wherein they were placed, haue mofi ſhametully and 
wickedly abuſed the fame, to the great diſhenour of 
his ſacred Imperial} Maieftie, our ſoucraigne Kings 
authority,& the breach of the peace of this Realme, 
and hauc put both of them together , with the Se- 
cretarie their Prouoker, & as it were bend{laue,who 
with them hath ſowne and raiſed many faQtions and 
ſeditions in the Townes of Prage;bauing firſifound 
and proued themto be ſuch perſons as in truth they 
are, according tothe old accuſtomed manner , out 
of their Offices and Dignities. Againſt whem cer- 
taincly (becauſe they are yetliuing)as alſs the goods 
and revenewes of them, and of all others, that de- 
fend and excuſe them or that will taxe aſlaile,or - 
| culc 


cuſc forthe ſame: and likewiſe againſt as many 0- 
thers, the violaters of the ſaid Letters Patents , and 
Vanion, as wecan by any mieanes finde out (ſpecial 
ly againſt Pau! Michns, a moſt wicked, peſtiterous 
man;'a Traytorand violater of the Lawes and pub- 
like peaceof the Land, who from baſe and meane 
Parentage, being aduanced to the Secretaries place 
of the ceric in Bohemia, in ſhort time waxt ſo 
proud, that he, together with our ſaid Enemies, did 
viurpe and take vpon him the whole gouernement 
and adminiſtration in this Kingdom,ouer the States, 
and made himſelfe fellow with the principall Offi- 
cers and Iudges ofthe Land : and deſpiſing or con- 
cemaning them, boldly and raſhly thruſt himſelfe.in- 
to matters which belonged not vnto him, and by de- 
ceits & craft wrought many miſchicfcs in this Land, 
raiſed faQtions troubles and contentions, and by all 
the meanes he could d,& ſought to bereaue 
the States of the Reformed Religion of all their Pri- 
uiledges, and now is gone and abſcnteth himſclfe 
out of the C ) whom we will condignely pu. 
niſh according to his and theirdeſerts.To the which 
end,for the good of his Imperiall Maicſtic, and this 
Kingdome, our natiue Country, and for the defence 
of our wiucs & children, as alſo of the whole Realm, 
from al wrong and miſchicfe,we now at this preſent, 
aſſembled our ſclues in the Caſtle of Prage,which we 
hauc not done of purpoſe in any fort to oppoſe our. 
ſelucs againſtthe authority Royall of his Imperiall 
Maicfiic , our moſt gracious King, and ſoueraigne 
Lord, or to wrong or hurt our louing friends and 
Linſmen of the conmary Religion (ſo they will liue 
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in peace) ſich it is manifefily knownt'thit Herebyrio 
oherSante er E tlow istiuirtor 
dred, nor any tumult or fedition made, bug through- 
out all the Townes of Prage, as alſo throughourthe 
whole Realme , Peace ſhall be ebſerued-and. kept, 
vnlefle it bee in ſuch cauſes as are before rehearſed, 
and notto be auoided,and wherin we neither oughr, 
nor can poſſibly do lefle then we haue done. Whee: 
fore we hepe, that his Imperiall Maicſty, our moſt 
gracious Kmg and foucraigne Prince,will not qufer: 
wiſc interpret our meanings and ations, ner giue 
credit te out {landerqus and malicious cnemies:Nei- 
ther do we think that our fellow-ſubic&s and friends 
of chacaprary-Religion', ſerWkatſocner woe ſhall 
wRly do, or baug done, againdthoſethat arc visla- 
rers and perturbers.of the Letters Parents, Couc- 
nants,Conditions,lmmunities,Prace,and common 
Vnity of this Realmg, ox that hereafter ſhall be done; 
and much lefle any ocher, . in th&rowne; or other 
mens names, cither _=y of'ſccretly; wilhfor that 
cauſe, _— or ſhew himſelfe - beour enkmy =_ 
rather hope, that cuery man, well weighing.conſide- 
ring, and calling ho add the reblons hf capſcy 
aforcſaid, and the iuſt deſerts and inerits of che faid 
perſons, as alſo that our meaningand intent is nor, 
nor never was, in the leaft manner, or in any fort, to 
do any thing againft.the Emperours Maieſtic , our 
moſt-gracious foueraigne Kings authority,or againſt 
the Romiſh Religion ,;and the Vnion berweene vs! 
made; witknatonelyexcuſe, batalſo rake part with 
vs, and aide xs(inalithingseatconcerne the preſcr- 
uation:of the Priviledges and dinitunities 'bF .chis 
| D Realme, 
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Realmegogether with the concord and mutuallloue, 
of) againſt all choſe thatwith. 
ſtand it. Therefore wee 6.7 humbly beſcech his 
Imperiall Maicftic, our moſt gracious King and ſo- 
ucraigne Prince, that-it would pleaſc-hiiv (if nec 
ſhall require) to. publiſh another , and more large 
Apologic, fox our cxcuſc and' juſtification vnto the 
world. 


Givenjn the Calle of Prage.in our common. Aſſembly, 
vpon Friday, next after the Fealt of 'the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord leſus Chriſt. Amr. 1618. | 
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"—_ whereby @ ſhewed and; prencd , this he 'pco- 
Pr of Bohemia; that are: Subietis 91h; Pleviaſterics 
Tg Clergie of the ſame Reabwe, ins their reſorts , 
- by the 55.4, Patents, and: the V nie, contracted 
and made betweene thoſe of the Reformed Religron, 
8nd the Papiſts, thake liberty to batld therſelues 
: Chnches , and | freely ts exerciſe their Religion 
| —_ without interruption. 


PY ST\,it is declared,and expreſly fer down 
' in. his Maieſtics Letters Patents , that all the 
. vnited members of the Reformed Religion, 
vis. the Lords,and Knights, as alſo thoſe of Prage, 
Ructenbergh , and other Townes, together with 
their Subic&s ; and, bricfely, all thoſe that make 
proipen of and acknowledge the Bohemian Con- 
cſhon, no man excepted, ſhall and may freely 
and peaceably i in all places, exerciſe rheir Chriſtian 
"eY of communicavvg vader borh kinds, ac- 


cording 
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cordiagy thelaid Confeſſion, andahe Vhity mads, 
and ſhall be ſuffered quietly to profefſe and confele 
their faith and Religion without interruprion.. 

2 That fromthe dayef the date thereof , none 
of the fuperiour free Eſtates, nor any of «he Citics, 
Townes, nor Country people ſhall, neither by theic 
Nr nor any other perſon whatſocuer, Spirt 
cuall or Temporall , be troubled for their ſaid Reliv 

gion, neither by force or violence be conſtrained or 
compelled to exerciſe the contrary Religion by any 
meanes whatſocuer. 

3 Thirdly, thatagainſithe ſaid Priuiledge , no 
Countcr-mand , nor any other prohibition which 
may inany fort be,or procured he leaft impediment 
or alteration thereof, fromhis Imperiall Maieſtie, 
his Heires and Succeſſors, Kings of Bohemia, ſhall 
not be made nor granted : and if any ſuch thing ſhall 
happen, or be enterpriſed and takenin hang'by any 
one , it ſhallbe of no force nor vigout; neither thall 
there be any further purſuice thereof made in Law,or 
otherwiſe direQtly or indireQly whatſocuer. 

4 That his Imperiall Maieſtie certifiecth and gi- 
neth all ſupreme Officers, both preſent and /furure,to 
vnderſtand , that it is his will and-plcaſure, rhax the 
Barons,Knights, Townes of Prage,Ruttenbergh,and 
other places, together with all their SubieRs z and 
namely, all thoſe that profeſle the Reformed Relig 
on, and acknowledge the Bohemian Conteſſion, by 
vertue of his Maieſties Letters Patents , ſhall be (ut- 
tered and permitted by them, and euery of them, 
treely to enioy all the Articles , Clauſcs, and Sen- 
eences therein ſet downe and declared, and no hin- 
D 2 derance 
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q thrmosirletpnobieatuprion es be-Yonc vnro them 
: | forchelame, IS oarary, that 
f | they ſhallaide;Helpe;&aſsfirhem therein to the vr- 
* rermoſt of their powers » Atid if it ſhall happen thar 
I! any Spirivuall y'or Tenporall perfor ſhall doctany 
; thingcomtaryto his ſaid Maicſtics Letteis;or to rhe 
end thereby tro diſanull or interropt rhe ſame , his 
{aid Maieftic ſhall and will, as alſo his Heires and 
Succeflors, Kings of Bohemia , and the Srates of 
thi: Realwe, evcry one of- them fot their parts, pro- 
cced againſt cuery ſuch perſons, 'as'againſt pertur- 
bators of the common Peace and Tranquility of 
| the Law, and will defend and prote@t the ſaid 
States of the Reformed Religion, in all reſpects, 
49'the Articles inthe Statme of- the Vnion con- 
ccrning the peace of the Land, containe and im- 

ort. 

E 5. Andinthe Articles of Ynion between both rhe 
religions, forthe better explaning ofthe Letters Pa- 
rents, as alfo im the Exchequer or Office ofthe Row!s 
or Records of the Realme,in Quaterno Emptionum ar - 
'« genteo, Auns 1609. it is inferted intheſe words, That 
1 fticti-places'or Cities vnder the =p , Quecnes, 
orthe Emperors Maieflies regiment, thoſe of the re- 
formed Religion, that haue not their owne particu- 
Jar Churches,places of burial,nor any places among 
| thoſe of the contrary religion, by vettue of his Maic- 
| ics Lerrers Parents, ſhall haue power to make and 
prepare Churches, Heſpitals, and Burying placcs 

for themſchues whenſocuer they will. 
6. IntheccniunCtion ofthe Stares of the Relipi- 
on in Bohemiia,and the Papiſts, with the Princes and 


States 
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Statesof the Dutchy of Silefia , theſe words are in- 
ſerted. VWheſocuer; vnlefle it berhe Emperors Ma- 
refty himſelte, (whetherhe be a Spirituall,ora Tem- 
porall perſon, of what dignity or conduion ſocuer , 
none cxcepted } cyther m. his Imperiall Maicſtics 
namic, his owne, or any others whatſocuer, ſhall goc 
about, or attemprtto trouble or moleft the Lords of 
the three Eftates of che Crowne of Bohemia, or the 
Princes and Statcs of Sileſia, or Sleſia, that are of 
the Awsburge Confeſſion, vrany of the Subicts of 
the ſame profeſſion, whetherthey be vader Spiritual 
or Temporall, Carholike or Euangelicall iurifdidi- 
on in their Chriſtian religion,Churches, Scholes,or 
Conſiſtories, in any manner, or vnder any pretence 
whatſocuer of right belonging before to che Catho- 
like foundattss, Cloyſters,Churches,Scholes,Con- 
ſiſtories, Rents, In-comes, or Reuenues, and now at 
this preſent are vſed andenioyed by theſe of the re- 
formed Religion in both countries,and (Wrecmaine 
ſo, and would moleſt them for theſame , it fhall bee 
lawfull for all the ſayd States of the reformed Reli- 
gion, to ioyne and ſtand faſt altogether, and to doe 
their vetermoſt endeuour to the laſt drop of bloud 
in their bodies, for the defence of the reformed Re- 
ligion, Churches, Scholes & Conſfiftories,and their 
appurtenances,and to hold and keepe the ſame for 
theic ſecurity : And that whenfoeuer they ortany of 
their ſubieQs or others of their profeſſion , that are 
vnder temporall or ſpiritual iuriſdition,as aforeſaid, 
are troubled or vexed, or by any Magiſtrate aſſaul- 
red or aſſailed violently , vnder, or by what meanes 


or prezence ſocugr it be, as if they were ſeditious 8& 
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Rebels,or otherwiſe, (as the enemics of God and his 
Word are wont to doe, anddaily praiſe the ſame, 
as we commonly ſce.) The ſaid three Eftates of the 
reformed Religion in the Kingdome of Bohemia,vp. 
on the firſt motion thereof made vnto them by the 
Princes & States of Sileſia, within one month then 
next after enſuing, ſhall leuie one thouſand horſe- 
men, & two thouſand footmen ; at the ſecond time, 
thelike number; and atthe third time,all the forces 
they can makeand ſend them to ioyne withtheir for- 
ces in Sileſ1a, to aide and afift them : and the like 
ſhall be done by the Princes and States of Silcſia, in 
the Bohemians bchalfe, if need require, VVhich 
their ſaid contunRion, ation, and vaity, his Impe- 
«iall Maieſty (hall fully & cuidently confirm & allow, 

7. In his Maieſties Letters Patents giuen & gran- 
tedto thoſe of Sileſia, it is likewiſe expreſly ſig- 
nified and fer downe, that all the Subic&s of the 
ProuinceSof Silcfia,whether they be vnder Spiritual 
or Temporall Princes, Commanders, or hereditary 
Princes of Dutchies, Cities, Townes and Villages, 
and other Magiſtrates,none cxcepted,ſhall be there- 
in comprehended , in theſe words : That none of 
chem,whether they live vnder ſpirituall or remporall 
power & iuriſ{difion, ſhall be compelled to vſe an 
other religion then that they proteſle , neyther ſhall 
bee ſent away , or baniſhed from his Telling place, 
nor put from his office or dignity for rcligion , or in 
any fort vexced, moleſted orcroubled for his con{ci- 
ence, 

Theſe Letters Patents grantcd to Silcſia, were af- 
ter ours, and by vs and our meancs proceeded, ney- 
ther 


ther werethey largeliermade to them, then to vs,nor 
vnto vs then to them;8& yer we as the ſuperior mem- 
bers, cannot be of worſe or meaner condition : be- 
fides this, the Articles in our Lenters Patents, are ge- 
erally & compendiouſly contained, but in the Sile- 
fan Parent, more expreſly and particularly declared. 

8. Atthe making of his Maieſties Letters Patents 
rouching the Vnion, it was not otherwiſe meantnor 
intended, then that the Cloyſters are his Imperiall 
Maieſties princely goods and reuenues, and that he, 
asthe ſuperior,hath ful power over them.as itis ſufh- 
ciently knowne vnto them that then were preſent ac 
the time of the making of the contra. 

9. Thatin the Kingdome of Bohemia, the Spiri- 
tualty haue no fingular ſlate as thoſe of Morauia and 
other Prouinces haue , neyther hauc any voyce in 
Parliament, but are diſtinguiſhed & ordered by the 
Emperors Maieſty among the other States, inall 
things concerning them. 

10. Thar all Eccleſiaſticall goods be of the Arch- 
biſhopricke,as alſo of all the reſt by ſuperior right,8: 
are vader the power and diſpoſition of the Kings of 
Bohemia,as the higheſt and ſupremeſt founders and 
Patrones thereof, 

1!. Thar the ſame Eccleftaſticall goods by the 
Statutcs of the Land, D.4o. belong to the Kings Ex- 
chequer or reuencw; wherefore, according to a Sta- 
ture of the Realm, 4nzo 11. no Colledge nor Cloy- 
ſter,without the Kings coſent, can alienate or change 
any thing belonging thereunto,and if they do pawn, 
ſc}, change, or alicnate any thing thereof it ſhall be 
of no force, and that whoſoeuer doth take any thing 

Ot 
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ſc the Kipgto appoint him.te doe it. 
12- Thar Spiritual men are feqdaries and admi- 
viſtrators oftheir tempor; ,only forcheir life« 
time, and ſo they ought to vnderftand it; for that the 
Kings of Bohemia alwaics had right and power quer 
their ſpirituall goods , to ſell the farve vnto ahyof 
the inhabitants of the Land, without the conſent of 
the ſaid Spixituall perſons, and toaliepate and/make: 
them hereditary, andto record them for ſuch inthe 

Records of the Exchequer or Rowles: whereof 
'_ manycxafmples are extant inthereigncs 

of Ferdinande, Maximiban , and 

Redylphis , Emperours and 
Kings of Bohemia. 


FINIS. 


